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addresses, orations, and sermons have been arranged, according to the 
author, to typify a dozen coteries of students; among young men, medical, 
theological, and university graduates; and young women, both of boarding- 
school and college age. 

The usual book of addresses is not read because it is not interesting. 
But Dr. Steele's volume is an exception; it is intensely interesting. Every 
discourse has a message and is presented in attractive style. 

There is a common philosophy in all the discourses: it is the demand 
for contact with realities in education. Dr. Steele has no patience with an 
education the chief purpose of which is to train the memory. The important 
thing, he says, is to deal with things rather than with the symbols of things. 
The book should be of interest to the lay as well as the professional group. 

Two annual reports of a superintendent of schools.* — What should go into 
the report of the superintendent of schools? One answer to this question is: 
The content of such reports should be determined by the interpretability and 
use of the data presented. These data should be selected and presented in a 
way that will contribute to an improvement of school practice. It must be 
frankly said that few of our superintendents' reports contribute much to the 
realization of such an objective. 

The two latest annual reports of one of our largest and most progressive 
school systems follow the plan of the traditional report. Such a report is a 
composite volume introduced by a statement from the superintendent of 
schools, followed by general descriptive reports from the officers of the 
various departments. These statements are followed by a large body of 
statistical data, usually uninterpreted, and therefore, on the whole, unintel- 
ligible to the public. 

A considerable portion of the Detroit reports is taken from the secretary's 
financial statement of the receipts and disbursements for each fiscal year. 
One is surprised to find that the smallest of the financial items are pub- 
lished — those as small as $1 .00. Such a financial statement in all probability 
could better have been condensed and published as "unit" costs. 

Three recent bulletins of the United States Bureau of Education. — The 
Commission on the Reorganization of Secondary Education has outlined 
those fundamental principles which appear to it to be most helpful in directing 
secondary education. This is one of the most authoritative statements of 



1 Seventy-fourth and Seventy-fifth Annual Reports of the Board of Education of the City of 
Detroit. Pp. 245. 



